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VACCARO LOFT

CLIENT
Vaccaro Family

ROLE  
Architect of Record for Concept Design, 
Schematic Design, Programming, Design 
Development, Bidding and Negotiating, 
Construction Documentation and Con-
struction Administration.

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser

SIZE  1,400 square feet
COST  $1 million

AWARDS
2005 AIA Small Projects Award

PROGRAM
Leeser Architecture designed the entire 
renovation of this apartment including 
bathrooms, loft space, kitchen and living 
room.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
The Vaccaro family of four approached 
Leeser Architecture with the request to 
re-imagine their living space as a series of 
compact and rigorously engineered open 
zones within a typical New York industrial 

loft building. One apartment wall is 
thickened to contain the bathrooms. 
Within the resulting volume, a sleeping 
loft, kitchen, and storage areas are 
integrated into one piece of domestic 
furniture by taut, lacquered surfaces 
which stretch over them. 

One surface forms the cabinet faces, 
kitchen backsplash, and the loft 
underside, while the other forms its 
topside, featuring a long, low walkway, 
which allows for unobstructed headroom 
to access the sleeping areas of the 
platform. The walkway creates a unique 
sectional interlock as it drops below 
the line of the platform underside to 
accommodate a standing occupant 
above. Tapering and meeting at a single 
long edge facing the dining and entry 
zones, the surfaces announce their 
thinness and de-emphasize the depth 
of the platform internal structure. This 
domestic fixture defines the zones of the 
daily domestic ritual, while the remaining 
volume of the apartment is devoted to 
living, dining, and play space, and is open 
to full height ceilings.

RESIDENTIAL
SOHO, NEW YORK | 2004
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SHAMARIS APARTMENT

CLIENT
Adrianna Shamaris

ROLE  
LEESER Architecture performed full 
design services including Concept 
Design, Schematic Design, and Design 
Development, and Construction 
Administration.  

LEAD DESIGNER
Thomas Leeser

SIZE  1,200 square feet
COST  NA

PROGRAM
Complete renovation of two bedroom 
apartment near Central Park West.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
The client wanted to create a clean, 
crisp space that ‘didn’t completely erase 
the apartment’s original character’. 
LEESER Architecture created a space 
that is multi-directional - a careful 
balance between the materiality of these 
Southeast Asian objects that the client 
collected, the classical atmosphere of 
the existing building, and a modern, 
minimal, clean look and functionality,

Interior walls were removed to open the 
space and amenities were modernised 
including a glass Valcucine kitchen and 
central air-conditioning. The design 
team reproduced moldings that were 
unsalvageable, reinstalled existing 
crystal doorknobs on new resin doors, 
and uncovered the original cast-iron 
radiators. Finishes from the client’s own 
‘organic’ furnishings studio in SoHo were 
used in the foyer, kitchen, and bathroom 
including custom concrete tiles and full-
height doors from weathered teak with a 
shell inlay.

RESIDENTIAL
NEW YORK, NEW YORK | 2012
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MERCEDES HOUSE 
LOBBY + FITNESS 

CLIENT
Two Trees Management Company

ROLE  
Leeser Architecture performed full 
design services including Programming, 
Concept Design, Schematic Design, 
Design Development, Bidding 
and Negotiating, Construction 
Documentation and Construction 
Administration (public spaces).

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser, Kate Burke

SIZE  Interior   27,000 ft2 / 2,508 m2
 Exterior  40,000 ft2 / 3,716 m2
COST  NA

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
USGBC LEED Certified

PROGRAM
Leeser Architecture’s design for the 
lobby includes a reception area, mail 
room and an elevator lobby. Leeser was 

also commissioned to design a 30,000 
sq ft fitness center, lounge, spa, and roof 
deck.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
Located on the ground floor of a 29 
story luxury residential project on 
Manhattan’s west side, the South Lobby 
of the Mercedes House uses vibrant 
orange accents to emphasize the drama 
of the sloped ceiling.  A ribbon of diffuse, 
reflective glass defines the ceiling’s 
edge with a dark gap, articulating the 
separation between the vertical surfaces 
and ceiling.  Along the lobby’s edge, 
two lines of glowing, color shifting LEDs 
highlight the uniquely patterned terrazzo 
floor below. 
 
For the fitness center, active interior 
spaces are wrapped in planes of primary 
color glass and zones of relaxation are 
enveloped in charcoal gray wood.

RESIDENTIAL
NEW YORK, NEW YORK | 2012









SOUTH HAMPTON VILLAGE

CLIENT
David Walentas

RESIDENTIAL 
LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK | 2013

ROLE
LEESER Architecture performed design services including Programming,
Concept Design, Schematic Design.

LEAD DESIGNER
Thomas Leeser
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60 WATER STREET

CLIENT
Two Trees Management Company

ROLE   
LEESER Architecture performed full 
design services including Concept 
Design, Schematic Design, and Design 
Development. Additional design advisory 
service provided during Construction 
Administration. 

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser, Simon Arnold

SIZE  350,000 square feet 
COST  $150 million

PROGRAM
The program is comprised of a three-
level underground public parking garage; 
10,000 square feet of ground floor 
retail space; a full-floor, 45,000-square-
foot public middle school to serve 300 
students; and 220,000 square feet of 
rental apartments, 20% of which is 
designated for affordable housing.

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
USGBC LEED Silver (In Progress)

DESIGN COMMENTS & RELEVANCE
LEESER Architecture’s design is a direct 
response to the building’s location. 
Situated at the sloping junctions of old, 
waterfront merchant streets and sliced 
overhead by the Brooklyn Bridge, the 
site itself is a reflection of Dumbo’s 
condition – an imperfect pattern of old 
and new elements brought together 
through a cohesive energy. The 
intersecting layers and angles inherent 
to the site are folded into the building 
envelope, answering a complex shape 
that was dictated by the City. Viewed 
from a distance, a branching two story 
line cuts an iconic void pattern into the 
field of glass fins that wrap the building. 
More often viewed at a shallow angle, 
the fritted glass fins soften the building 
envelope blurring the edges and giving it 
a cloudlike presence.

Finished in Spring 2015, the buidling 
utilizes it’s staggered towers to create 
green features including a low-intensive 
green roof and a garden roof deck 
overlooking the Brooklyn Bridge.

RESIDENTIAL / RETAIL / EDUCATION 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK | 2015







Rooftop Garden 
by James Corner 
Field Operations
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SILVERCUP WEST

CLIENT
RFR & Kushner Properties

ROLE
LEESER Architecture performed design 
services including Programming,
Concept Design, Schematic Design.

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser

SIZE  2,772,890 square foot
COST  NA

PROGRAM
The project included multiple program 
distribution studies for a 2 million square 
foot ULURP approved building proposal. 
Desgin features commercial, residential 
and community facilities and a large 
central atrium with spiraling circulation 
from base to rooftop garden amenities 
space.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
Commissioned by Kushner Properties 
to reimagine a previous submission 
by Richard Rogers for the Silvercup 
Studios site in Long Island City, LEESER 
Architecture created a bold concept 
for the 600 foot towers - developing 
4 alternative distributions and massing 
studies while maintaining the total 
FAR of the existing ULURP approved 
proposal. 

The design included street level and 
waterfront retail to stimulate activity 
paired with an atrium featuring an 
upward spiraling circulation to draw 
public to the rooftop garden amenities 
space. The commercial and community 
program at the base provided 24 hour 
excitement while residential units above 
maximizes the views of the East River 
and Manhattan.

RESIDENTIAL / HOSPITALITY / RETAIL
LONG ISLAND CITY, NEW YORK | 2013
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PIER 1 DEVELOPMENT

CLIENT
Second Development Services (SDS)

ROLE  
Architect of Record for Concept Design

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser, Simon Arnold

SIZE  500,000 square feet
COST  $295 million
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
Designed to achieve LEED Gold

PROGRAM
Leeser Architecture’s design for the 
Pier 1 development includes 183 
residential apartments, 170 hotel 
rooms, 300 underground parking 
spaces. The building amenities include 
a 60-wide atrium, an olympic-length, 
glass bottomed swimming pool, spa, 
restaurants, a full service conference
center, a rooftop garden with running 
track and pool.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
Leeser Architecture’s design synthesizes 
dynamic architecture with the playful 
and sustainable qualities of New York 
City Parks, as exemplified in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. The building functions as 
an extension of Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
seamlessly integrating the site to create 
a unified experience of nature and built 
environment. A ribbon of park space 
extends from the ground floor to an 
exterior garden terrace at the third floor 
of the larger building, continuing across 
the courtyard at the second building to 
form roof terraces and gardens. A sixty 
foot wide atrium space that extends 
up the entire height and length of the 
building. Above, the 170 hotel rooms and 
suites float in air, lightly framing the view 
of the sky.

HOTEL / RESIDENTIAL / RETAIL 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK | 2011
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DANET HOTEL + RESIDENCES

ROLE  
Architect of Record for Concept Design

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser

SIZE  303,542 square feet
COST  NA

PROGRAM
Leeser Architecture’s design for Danet 
includes hotel, apartments, retails, 
entertainment space, offices, mechanical 
rooms, and support spaces.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
A pair of iconic luxury and residential 
towers introduce an urban density and 
texture to Danet Abu Dhabi. Private units 
dispersed around light and airy atrium 
spaces at the core of each building
provide a unique living situation.
 
Sweeping views from private rooms to 
the exterior as well as expansive internal 

views from the central balconies provide 
a balanced duality of private life and
the vibrant residential environment in 
Danet.

Plots 25 and 32 in the Danet complex 
provide large site areas for residential 
buildings, requiring that the typology be 
reinvented. Rather than a conventional 
extruded block tower, this proposal
gives preference to the individuality of 
each unit and the specific views from 
each room. The form of the towers, as 
if a single building split in two, provides 
continuity between the two plots
developed by a single client. The 
adaptability of each space allows for the 
building to constantly be in a state of 
flux, evolving with the presence of each 
new tenant.

HOTEL / RESIDENTIAL 
ABU DHABI, UAE | 2010
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HELIX HOTEL

CLIENT
Al Qudra Real Estate & QP International

ROLE  
Architect of Record for Concept Design

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser

SIZE  250,000 square feet
COST  NA

PROGRAM
The five star hotel includes 208 guest 
rooms; lounges, restaurants, conference 
rooms, and a cafes dispersed throughout 
the building, a indoor-outdoor health spa, 
and a roof deck pool.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
In August 2008, Leeser Architecture won 
the bid to design a new luxury hotel in 
the Zayed Bay District of Abu Dhabi. The 
central focus is a helical floor surface 
that surrounds an undulating void,
with the public functions of the hotel 
occurring at each level. A continuous 

route from bottom to top unifies 
the floors and provides a seamless 
experience for the hotel guest and 
visitor.

At the lobby level, an undulating glass 
curtain encloses a waterside dining 
room, opening in the winter and closing 
in the summer. One flight above, the 
hotel’s conference facilities embrace a 
business event garden that overlooks 
Zayed Bay. Guest suites, lounge areas, 
international business center, retail 
shops, a lap pool, running track, gym, spa 
and a health café are just some of the 
hotel’s highlights. Designed to be both 
icon and highly functioning machine for 
the delivery of world class service, the 
hotel will serve as an anchor facility in 
the Zayed Bay District and greater
Abu Dhabi. As a mini-city, it will 
convey a sense of cool, calibrated 
and contemporary environment from 
within and without. As much a world 
destination as it a place to simply spend 
the night.

HOTEL  
ABU DHABI, UAE | 2008
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VOS HOTEL

CLIENT
Second Development Services, Inc 

ROLE
LEESER Architecture is performing 
full design services including Concept 
Design, Schematic Design, Design 
Development, Bidding and Negotiating, 
Construction Documentation and 
Construction Administration. 

LEAD DESIGNERS
Thomas Leeser, Simon Arnold, 
Christian Lehmkuhl

SIZE  110,000 square foot
COST  Undisclosed

PROGRAM
The hotel will rise approximately 300 feet 
and will include a rooftop bar and pool, a 
banquet hall, a ballroom, a performance 
space on the basement level, and a 
ground floor restaurant and mezzanine 
that looks onto an outdoor arts plaza.

DESIGN COMMENTS 
The 200-room Rockwell Place Hotel is 
designed to accommodate the growing 
number of visitors flocking to Brooklyn’s 

emerging cultural district. In a city and 
burough in the midst of a hotel boom, 
Leeser’s cutting-edge design is a much 
anticipated addition to the Downtown 
Brooklyn skyline. 
 
On the rise new hotels, the Wall Street 
Journal notes “The most impressive 
is the Marriott Autograph Collection 
coming to the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music district. The Wall Street Journal 
Renderings show a fractured exterior 
suggesting a glass box that’s been glued 
back together more than once.”

Architect Thomas Leeser says the design 
reflects the borough itself: “It needed an 
architectural statement that talked about 
Brooklyn being a fractured borough of 
entities, ethnicities and economies.”
The 30-story building, made of white 
fritted glass and metal, will feature 
dramatic asymmetrical fractures in 
the façade that reinforce a notion of 
Brooklyn as multi-faceted and modern. 
The outdoor arts plaza will rotate local 
art organizations exhibitions anchoring 
the hotel as a central public space within 
the new cultural district. The tower is 
scheduled to open in 2017. 

HOSPITALITY / RETAIL
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK | 2015




